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Part A: Listening
/\

7’ Listen and mark your answers to questions 1-15 in the answer sheet. The audio will
be played only once.
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Section A: Questions 1 to 10
1) What does the woman imply about Ron?....
a) He’ll definitely be elected.
b) The election is now complete.
¢) She has high hopes for his chances.
d) It may happen.

2) What does the man say about his tennis game? ....
a) He played rather well.

b) Some parts of his game were better than others.

c) He served better that he volleyed.

d) Both parts of his game were bad.

3) What does the woman say about Garry? ....
a) It is a surprise that he was prepared.

b) He was not ready, as usual.

c) He prepared a really big surprise.

d) His strong preparation came as no surprise.

4) What does the woman mean? ....

a) She felt good enough to go out.

b) She went out to get some medicine.

c) She went out with everyone.

d) She stayed home because she was sick.

5) What does the man say about Paula? ....
a) She has problems that others aren’t aware of.
b) Others aren’t aware of her problems.

c¢) She knows she’s been a problem.

d) She doesn’t have a care in the world.

6) What does the woman mean? ....

a) Steve wanted to finish his paper, and so did Paul.

b) Both Steve’s and Paul’s papers were incomplete.

c) Steve and Paul were busy doing their term papers.

d) When Steve wasn’t able to finish his paper, Paul couldn’t help.

7) What does the woman mean? ....

a) It wasn’t George’s responsibility to pay the bill.

b) Bill was irresponsible about paying George’s rent.

c) George acted carelessly by not taking care of the bill.
d) George took responsibility for the unpaid bill.




8) What does the woman say about Harry? ....
a) It’s fortunate that he was accepted.

b) It’s good that he wasn’t admitted.

c¢) Fortunately, the university didn’t admit him.
d) It’s too bad he was rejected.

9) What does the man mean? ....

a) The first essay was better that the second.

b) The first and second drafts couldn’t be better.

c¢) The second draft of the essay was much better than the first.
d) Both versions were poorly written.

10) What does the man mean? ....

a) Roger has been bothered.

b) Roger wasn’t the least bit disturbed.

c¢) The problems have had little effect on Roger.
d) Roger hasn’t been disturbed.

Section B: Questions 11-15

11. What was the topic of yesterday’s lecture? ....
a) What caused the Ring of Fire.

b) The volcanoes of the Ring of Fire.

c) Hawaiian volcanoes.

d) Different types of volcanoes.

12. What is the topic of today’s lecture? ....

a) The Ring of Fire.

b) The characteristics of volcanoes in the Ring of Fire.
c¢) The volcanoes of Hawaii.

d) Mauna Loa.

13. Where are most of the world’s active volcanoes located? ....
a) In Hawaii.

b) In the United States.

c¢) Along the Ring of Fire.

d) Within the Ring of Fire.

14. What is characteristic of Hawaiian volcanoes? ....
a) They are not so violent.

b) They are located along the Ring of Fire.

c¢) They contain a lot of gas.

d) They contain thick lava.

15. What is Mauna Loa? ....

a) A volcano on the Ring of Fire.
b) An island in Hawaii.

c¢) A long, low volcanic mountain.
d) An explosive volcano.




\_;art B: Grammar

& Section 1. Read each test item carefully and answer the questions by
choosing the answer (a), (b), (c) or (d). Then mark the correct choice on your
answer sheet.

16) Gold ... from deep underground in some African countries.
a) iIs mined b) has mined ¢) mind d) is mining

17) The topic suggested by the teachers was ... one that attracted us all.
a) interesting b) interested C) an interesting d) an interested

18) Can you tell me how far ... from here to your university?....

a) there is b) itis c)isit d) is there
19) I am tired ... watching T.V. Let’s go for a walk.

a) of b) from c) to d) in

20) We have completed ten items ... we started doing this exercise.

a) when b) since c) although d) whether

21) The man made his son ... the room before the guests arrived.
a) clean b) cleaned C) to clean d) cleaning

22) Billy’s mother advised him ... too near the lion’s cage in the zoo.
a) not to go b) not go c) to not go d) does not go

23) Air pollution ... almost every major city in the world.
a) that now afflicts  b) it now afflicts c) now afflicts  d) what now afflicts

24) The architecture and pottery uncovered in ... revealed Middle Eastern cultural
relationships.
a) this area has b) the area has c) area have d) this area have

25) Travelers ... their reservations well in advance if they want to fly during the
Christmas holidays.
a) had better to get  b) had to get better ~ ¢) had better get d) had better got

>
L// Section 2. Choose the underlined words or phrases that need to be
corrected. Mark the answers on your answer sheet.

26) The main cause of the ocean’s tides is the gravitation pull of the Moon.

S
a b c d

27) Theol, the essential oil in the tea leaf, gives the falvour and aromatic.
a b c d




28) The capital of North Yemen is situating 2,190 meters above sea level.
a b c d

29) In 1740, John Newbery was the first publisher to produce books which children really
a b C
wanted read.
d
30) Before TV, the common man seldom never had the opportunity to see and hear his leaders
a b C

express their views.
d
31) The number of battles were fought between the fleets of Nelson and Napoleon.
a b C d

32) In some societies, hired people cook, clean, take care after the children, and do the
a b c d
yard work.

33) Some paper dolls, which were once relatively cheap, are previously considered valuable
a b c
collectors’ items.
d
34) The tiger’s cunning, strength, and agile have earned it a legendary reputation.
a b ¢ d

35) The committee agrees that the idea of closing the park’s roads to cars should be pursued,
a b C
even if it had brought criticism from some citizens.
d

Part C: Vocabulary

>
n-// Read each test item carefully and answer the questions by choosing the answer (a),
(b), (c) or (d). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Vocabulary Part 1: Gap-Filling

36) He received a poor grade because his answers were ....
a) incomplete b) efficient C) necessary d) produced

37) We ... to be leaving the party.
a) depended b) pretended c) extended d) attended

38) The ... task of setting the table can be fun in holidays.
a) mundane b) enjoyable c) emotional d) pleasant

39) He looked back on his fantastic university days with a certain amount of ....
a) nexus b) piety C) passing away d) nostalgia




40) This issue is ...; it does not need to be proved because one can easily see that it is
true.
a) axiomatic b) contradictory C) opposite d) unfair

Vocabulary Part 2: Synonym

41) Before the advent of computers, not many people knew how to type.
a) farewell b) mystery C) premise d) onset

42) The political situation in the region has deteriorated rapidly.
a) improved b) progressed c) worsened d) informed

43) People have shown a surprising apathy toward these problems.
a) indifference b) hostility c) hospitality d) insecurity

44) Asthma is a chronic disease whose chief symptom is difficulty in breathing.
a) supreme b) large c) principal d) prestigious

45) The length of an X-ray wave is incredibly small: less than one ten-millionth of a
millimeter.
a) considerably ¢) unbelievably c) notably d) sufficiently

Part D: Reading Comprehension

YA :
;/ Read the texts carefully and choose the best answer to the questions that follow.

Eﬂl Reading 1

Up to four times more researchers pump out more  EXTREME GROWTH

Saudi Arabia had the highest number of extremely productive authors
among the fastest-growing countries. However, Thailand had the

than 60 papers a year than less than a decade ago, e ez e
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on 24 November. The increase in these ‘extremely

productive’ authors raises concerns that some
researchers are resorting to dubious methods to publish extra papers.

“I suspect that questionable research practices and fraud may underlie some of
the most extreme behaviours,” says study co-author John loannidis, a physician
specializing in metascience at Stanford University in California. “Our data provide a

starting point for discussing these issues across all science.”




loannidis and his colleagues examined articles, reviews and conference papers
indexed in the Scopus database between 2000 and 2022. They excluded physics authors,
who tend to publish large numbers of papers because authorship practices in this field
differ from those of other subjects. The researchers tracked how extremely productive
authorship has changed over time in various countries and fields.

Overall, most extremely productive authors outside of physics were in clinical
medicine, which had nearly 700 of these supercharged researchers in 2022 (see ‘Hyper-
productive fields’). Agriculture, fisheries and forestry saw the speediest growth in
extremely productive researchers, increasing by 14 times between 2016 and 2022,
followed by biology and mathematics and statistics.

In 2022 alone, 1,266 non-physics authors published the equivalent of one paper
every 5 days, including weekends, compared with 387 in 2016. The accelerated growth
since 2016 was surprising, says loannidis, because an earlier analysis showed that
extreme productivity was beginning to plateau in 2014. “There has been a very fast
increase,” he says.

Outside physics, most countries more than doubled the number of extremely
productive authors between 2016 and 2022, although some nations saw even bigger
leaps (see ‘Extreme growth”). Thailand jumped from 1 extremely productive author in
2016 to 19 in 2022, the largest relative increase of all countries. However, Saudi Arabia
saw the biggest growth in absolute terms, rising from 6 to 69 extremely productive
authors over the same period.

Thailand has only a handful of authors who churn out huge volumes of papers
each year, but the sudden increase in extreme productivity is concerning, says Tirayut
Vilaivan, a member of the Office of Academic and Research Integrity at Chulalongkorn
University in Bangkok, which develops research policies and standards. “We cannot
ignore that,” he says.

The uptick could be driven at least in part by the country’s research-funding
system, which has switched to favouring large interdisciplinary teams instead of small
groups, making it easier for researchers to get their names on more papers, says David
Harding, a chemist at Suranaree University of Technology in Nakhon Ratchasima,
Thailand. “Thailand has undergone a radical overhaul of its research ecosystem in an

attempt to improve productivity,” says Harding.

—_—




Another contributing factor might be Thailand’s focus on university rankings,
which are underpinned by publication numbers and metrics, says Vilaivan. He adds that
many universities in the country use cash incentives to encourage researchers to publish

in prominent journals. If researchers play their cards right, they can earn up to 1 million

Baht (US$28,000) a year through publications alone, he says.
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46) What was the main cause of concern identified by study co-author John
loannidis regarding the increase in extremely productive authors?....
a) Lack of substantial evidence for extreme productivity

b) Inadequate funding for scientific research

c) Inconsistent authorship practices across different fields

d) Ethical lapses in research practices

47) According to the text, which field outside of physics had the largest number of
extremely productive authors in 2022?....

a) Agriculture, fisheries, and forestry c) Clinical medicine

b) Mathematics and statistics d) Biology

48) What is the implication of the increase in the number of extremely productive authors
in terms of the research ecosystem in Thailand?....

a) Thailand is focusing on promoting individual researchers over interdisciplinary teams

b) The increase is reflective of a radical overhaul of Thailand's research ecosystem

c) Thailand's research policies and standards have not been impacted by the increase

d) The change in research-funding system in Thailand does not favor large interdisciplinary
teams

49) According to the text, what is believed to be a contributing factor to Thailand's focus
on university rankings and publication numbers?....

a) The increase in interdisciplinary research

b) The cash incentives for researchers to publish in prominent journals

c) A decrease in the number of extremely productive authors

d) The lack of support for small research groups

50) What does the article suggest about the increase in extremely productive authors in
Saudi Arabia?....

a) It was insignificant in relative terms compared to other countries

b) It was mainly driven by changes in authorship practices in the field of physics

c) It marks the biggest growth in absolute terms compared to other countries

d) It was not related to any specific changes in the research ecosystem

51) The author of the study excluded physics authors from their analysis because ....
a) Physics authors tend to produce fewer papers compared to other fields

b) Authorship practices in physics do not align with those of other subjects

c) Physics authors are less likely to resort to dubious research practices

d) The number of extremely productive physics authors does not impact the overall trend



https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-03865-y

52) What was surprising to loannidis in terms of the growth of extremely productive
authors since 20167?....

a) The increase in the number of extremely productive authors in clinical medicine

b) The beginning plateau of extreme productivity in 2014

c) The accelerated growth in extremely productive authors across various countries

d) The decrease in the number of physics authors included in the database

53) The word “incentives” in line 43 is closest in meaning to ....
a) discouragements b) rewards C) penalties d) punishments

54) What does the text suggest about the research-funding system in Thailand?....

a) It has shifted from favoring large interdisciplinary teams to favoring individual researchers
b) It has not been impacted by the sudden increase in extreme productivity

c) It primarily supports small research groups over large interdisciplinary teams

d) It makes it easier for researchers to get their names on more papers

55) According to the text, which country saw the largest relative increase in extremely
productive authors from 2016 to 20227....
a) Saudi Arabia b) Thailand ¢) United States d) China

56) What is the percentage increase in the number of researchers publishing more than
60 papers a year compared to a decade ago?....
a) 400% b) 100% c) 50% d) 300%

57) Which country saw the biggest growth in absolute terms in extremely productive

authors between 2016 and 20227?....
a) Saudi Arabia b) Thailand c) United States d) India

Eﬂl Reading 2

Amid global conflicts and
endless sources of stress, Pantone's color
of the year for 2024 is PANTONE 13-
1023 Peach Fuzz, a gentle and nurturing
peach shade that serves as a reminder to
slow down and care for ourselves and
one another. The romantic color's name
reflects the tactile sensuality associated with the hue: velvety peaches, soft marabou
feathers, and smooth vintage satins and silks all come to mind when thinking about the
pink and orange combo.
For Leatrice Eiseman, the Executive Director of the Pantone Color Institute,
Peach Fuzz is a fitting color for the moment we're living in, a reflection of the basic
human needs and desires many may be feeling in the midst of challenging times.
"As we enter 2024, some of the things that have become especially apparent to

us is the concept of lifestyle taking on new meaning," Eiseman told TIME. "We've been

—_—




living in this time of turmoil in many aspects of our lives, and as a result of that, our
need for nurturing, empathy, and compassion continues to grow stronger as we imagine
a more peaceful future.”

Eiseman points out that the delicate shade summons viewers to the human
experience, with an emphasis on the importance of health and wellness for mind, body,
and soul. From the warm colors of a sunrise or sunset to the coziness of a fuzzy blanket,
the color affirms moments of internal tranquility with the deep need for community,
gathering, and connection.

"We've been reminded that a vital part of living a good life and a full life is
having the good health and the stamina and the strength to enjoy it," Eiseman said. "In
a world which often emphasizes productivity and external achievement, it's important
we recognize the need to foster our inner selves and find moments of respite, creativity,
and human connection."

For Laurie Pressman, Vice President of the Pantone Color Institute, this year's
color selection is especially significant, given that it's the 25th anniversary of the
Pantone Color of the Year program. To Pressman, the curation of a color that is
synonymous with human connection is symbolic of not only this year, but the overall
goal of the program itself.

“With this year’s Pantone Color of the Year 2024, we see an increased focus on
community and people across the world reframing how they want to live and evaluating
what is important—that being the comfort of being close to those we love," Pressman
said in a statement. "The color is one whose warm and welcoming embrace conveys a
message of compassion and whose cozy sensibility brings people together and enriches
the soul. In the spirit of PANTONE 13-1023 Peach Fuzz, we reflect back on the last 25
years of the Pantone Color of the Year program, grateful to provide an avenue where
designers and color enthusiasts all over the world can engage in a conversation about

color, be inspired by color and showcase their creativity within their communities.”
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58) What is the Pantone color of the year for 2024? PANTONE ....
a) 12-3456 Rose Petal c) 18-5678 Ocean Blue
b) 15-9876 Sunshine Yellow d) 13-1023 Peach Fuzz



https://time.com/6343525/pantone-color-of-the-year-2024/

59) According to Leatrice Eiseman, why is Peach Fuzz a fitting color for the current
moment? ....

a) It reflects global conflicts and sources of stress.

b) It represents the basic human needs and desires during challenging times.

c) It emphasizes productivity and external achievement.

d) It symbolizes the 25th anniversary of the Pantone Color of the Year program.

60) What does the name of the color Peach Fuzz reflect? The ....
a) romantic nature of the color. c) tactile sensuality associated with the color.
b) global conflicts and sources of stress. d) concept of lifestyle taking on new meaning.

61) What does the delicate shade of Peach Fuzz emphasize? The ....
a) importance of health and wellness. c¢) comfort of being close to loved ones.
b) turmoil in many aspects of our lives. d) need for productivity and external achievement.

62) What does Peach Fuzz affirm according to the text? ....

a) Moments of internal tranquility and the need for community, gathering, and connection.
b) The need for productivity and external achievement.

c) The concept of lifestyle taking on new meaning.

d) The global conflicts and sources of stress.

63) What is the significance of the Pantone Color of the Year 2024 selection? ....
a) It represents the 25th anniversary of the Pantone Color of the Year program.

b) It reflects the basic human needs and desires during challenging times.

c) It emphasizes the importance of health and wellness.

d) It symbolizes the global conflicts and sources of stress.

64) What is the overall goal of the Pantone Color of the Year program? ....
a) To reflect global conflicts and sources of stress.

b) To symbolize the 25th anniversary of the program.

c¢) To emphasize productivity and external achievement.

d) To engage designers and color enthusiasts in a conversation about color.

65) What is one of the needs that continues to grow stronger? ....
a) The need for productivity and external achievement.

b) The need for global conflicts and sources of stress.

c) The need for nurturing, empathy, and compassion.

d) The need for the comfort of being close to loved ones.

Eﬂl ReadmgS |

In the right circumstances, caesarean birth can

substantially reduce maternal and perinatal

morbidity and mortality, key targets of

; ewwl Sustainable Development Goal 3.1. However,
' /\ \iu caesarean rates vary from 5% in sub-Saharan
Africa to 24% in western Europe and 43% in Latin America, indicating that non-

medical factors influence provision and uptake. WHO has previously advised that




population-level caesarean section rates exceeding 10-15% are not associated with

reductions in maternal and newborn mortality rates.

In countries such as Sierra Leone, increasing access to medically indicated
caesarean birth in well-resourced health-care facilities might contribute to reductions in
maternal and perinatal mortality; maternal mortality rates have recently declined
substantially from 717 deaths per 100000 livebirths to 443 deaths per 100 000
livebirths. However, in countries such as Brazil, the high caesarean birth rate (currently
56%) raises concerns about associated direct maternal mortality. Major complications
and deaths can result from surgical caesarean deliveries, particularly where resource-
constrained facilities or access to an adequately trained workforce might limit the
capacity for safe surgery and perioperative care. This increased caesarean rate extends
beyond private health-care systems to public teaching hospitals and is driven by factors
such as women's fear of childbirth, health-care professionals' litigation concerns, and

health-system-related factors.
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66) What is the main purpose of a caesarean birth? To ....
a) reduce perinatal mortality rates

b) reduce maternal mortality rates

c) increase access to healthcare facilities

d) increase fear of childbirth

67) What is a potential concern associated with high caesarean birth rates? ....

a) Increased access to healthcare facilities c) Direct maternal mortality

b) Reduced maternal mortality rates d) Fear of childbirth

68) What can result from surgical caesarean deliveries in resource-constrained facilities?
a) Increased fear of childbirth c) Increased access to healthcare facilities

b) Reduced maternal mortality rates d) Major complications and deaths

69) According to the text, what is the main consequence of non-medical factors
influencing caesarean rates? ....

a) Increased access to healthcare facilities ¢) Increased fear of childbirth

b) Reduced maternal mortality rates d) Increased litigation concerns

70) What is the main driver of the increased caesarean rate in Brazil? ....
a) Fear of childbirth c) Resource-constrained facilities
b) Litigation concerns d) Access to an adequately trained workforce



https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(23)02503-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(23)02503-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(23)02503-5/fulltext

Part E: Writing

81) Choose one of the following topics and write an essay about it. Write for at least 150
words in no more than 20 minutes.

A) Schools should use films, computers and games instead of books. To what extent do you
agree or disagree with this view? Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant
examples from your own experience or knowledge.

B) Some people believe that a mother should not work. Others argue against this. To what
extent do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant
examples from your own experience or knowledge.

v

THIS IS THE END OF THE TEST.

Good Luck




